
Conveyancing vs Attorney: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
The legal world can sometimes be confusing, especially when it comes to understanding
the roles of different legal professionals involved in property transactions. Two key players
in this realm are conveyancers and attorneys (or lawyers). This guide explores the
differences, overlaps, and specific functions of conveyancers and attorneys in the context
of property law, helping buyers and sellers understand when to engage each professional
and what to expect from their services.

1. What is Conveyancing?
a. Definition of Conveyancing

■ Conveyancing refers to the legal process of transferring ownership of
property from one party to another. It ensures that the transaction is
lawful, that the buyer obtains a good title, and that the seller receives
payment in exchange for the property. The term "conveyancer" refers
to a legal professional who specializes in handling this process.

b. Who is a Conveyancer?
■ A conveyancer is typically a legal professional or licensed individual

who focuses solely on the legal aspects of property transactions. In
many countries, conveyancers are trained specifically in property law
and may not be fully qualified attorneys. However, in some
jurisdictions, solicitors or attorneys can also perform conveyancing
work.

■ Licensed Conveyancer: A professional licensed to handle property
transactions but not necessarily other areas of law.

■ Solicitor/Attorney with Conveyancing Expertise: A legal professional
qualified to practice various areas of law, including property law.

c. Role of the Conveyancer
■ Title Search: Ensuring the property title is clear of any encumbrances

or disputes.
■ Drafting Contracts: Preparing and reviewing the contract of sale.
■ Managing Transfer of Funds: Handling the deposit and final

payments.
■ Registration: Ensuring that the buyer's name is registered with the

local property registry as the new owner.
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2. What is an Attorney?
a. Definition of Attorney (or Lawyer)

■ An attorney, often referred to as a lawyer in some regions, is a legal
professional licensed to practice law in various fields, including
criminal, civil, family, and corporate law. Attorneys typically have a
broader scope of practice compared to conveyancers, as they can
offer legal advice, represent clients in court, and handle complex
legal issues beyond property transactions.

b. Role of the Attorney
■ Legal Advice: Offering detailed advice on legal matters, including

disputes, contracts, and litigation.
■ Representation: Attorneys can represent clients in court for legal

disputes, including property-related litigation.
■ Multi-disciplinary Services: Attorneys may handle a variety of legal

issues beyond conveyancing, including estate planning, probate,
corporate matters, and criminal defense.

■ Complex Transactions: In cases where a property deal involves
complicated financial or legal arrangements, attorneys are often
necessary to navigate these complexities.

3. Key Differences Between Conveyancers and Attorneys
a. Scope of Services

■ Conveyancer: Specializes solely in property transactions, including
buying, selling, and transferring property ownership. Their work is
confined to ensuring a smooth and legally sound transfer of property.

■ Attorney: Offers a broad range of legal services, including handling
complex transactions, giving legal advice, representing clients in
disputes, and drafting a variety of contracts.

b. Level of Qualification
■ Conveyancer: Typically trained and licensed specifically for property

transactions. They may not have the full qualifications required to
handle other legal matters.

■ Attorney: Fully qualified to handle any legal issue, including
conveyancing. Attorneys generally have a law degree and additional
certifications to practice law.

c. Costs
■ Conveyancer: Often more cost-effective for straightforward property

transactions. Their fees are typically lower since they specialize in
one area of law.

■ Attorney: Attorneys may charge higher fees because of their broad
expertise and ability to handle complex legal matters beyond just
property transactions.

d. Legal Representation
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■ Conveyancer: Cannot represent clients in court or offer legal advice
outside of property law. If a dispute arises, a conveyancer may need
to refer the client to an attorney.

■ Attorney: Can represent clients in all legal matters, including property
disputes, court proceedings, or any other legal issue that arises
during the conveyancing process.

4. When to Use a Conveyancer vs. an Attorney
a. When to Use a Conveyancer

■ Straightforward Property Transactions: If you are buying or selling a
property without significant complications, a conveyancer is likely the
most cost-effective and efficient choice.

■ Specialized Property Law Issues: Conveyancers are experts in the
nuances of property law, ensuring all legal requirements are met.

b. When to Use an Attorney
■ Complex Property Transactions: If the property deal involves

complex legal issues, such as joint ownership, trusts, or disputes
over land, an attorney with a broader scope of expertise may be
necessary.

■ Disputes and Litigation: If legal disputes arise during the property
transaction, such as boundary disputes or breaches of contract, an
attorney will be able to represent you in court.

■ Multiple Legal Needs: If your transaction involves related legal issues
like estate planning, probate, or corporate law, an attorney can handle
these in conjunction with the property transfer.

5. Overlap Between Conveyancers and Attorneys
a. In Some Jurisdictions

■ In some countries, the distinction between conveyancers and
attorneys is less pronounced. For example:

■ United Kingdom: Solicitors often handle conveyancing as part of their
practice, offering a blend of services.

■ Australia: Licensed conveyancers handle property transactions, but
attorneys (known as solicitors) may also provide conveyancing
services.

b. Combined Services
■ Many law firms offer both conveyancing and broader legal services,

allowing clients to benefit from specialized conveyancing while
having access to broader legal expertise when necessary.
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6. Costs and Fees
a. Conveyancer Fees

■ Flat Fee: Many conveyancers charge a fixed fee for property
transactions, making the cost predictable.

■ Disbursements: These may include search fees, registration fees, and
other administrative costs.

b. Attorney Fees
■ Hourly Rates or Fixed Fees: Attorneys may charge by the hour or

offer fixed fees for conveyancing. However, costs may increase if
additional legal services are required.

■ Additional Legal Costs: Complex cases, disputes, or extra services
like probate or estate planning may result in higher fees.

Conclusion
Choosing between a conveyancer and an attorney depends on the complexity of your
property transaction and your broader legal needs. Conveyancers are ideal for
straightforward, cost-effective property transactions, while attorneys provide
comprehensive legal support, particularly for complex deals or disputes. Understanding
the differences can help you make the right decision for your specific situation, ensuring a
smooth and legally secure transaction.
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