
Conveyancing of Your Move: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
Moving to a new home involves more than just packing boxes and hiring movers; it also
requires navigating the legal complexities of property transfer, known as conveyancing.
This guide provides a detailed overview of the conveyancing process, helping you
understand the steps involved, the professionals you need, and the potential challenges
you might face.

1. Understanding Conveyancing
a. Definition

■ Conveyancing is the legal process of transferring property ownership
from one person to another. It involves preparing, verifying, and
executing various legal documents to ensure a smooth and lawful
property transfer.

b. Importance
■ Proper conveyancing ensures that the buyer obtains a clear title to

the property and that all legal requirements are met, protecting both
parties from future disputes or legal issues.

2. Key Professionals Involved
a. Conveyancer/Solicitor

■ A conveyancer or solicitor specializes in property law and handles all
the legal aspects of the property transfer.

b. Estate Agent
■ The estate agent facilitates the buying and selling process, helping to

negotiate terms and manage communications between buyer and
seller.

c. Mortgage Broker
■ A mortgage broker assists with obtaining financing for the property

purchase, ensuring that the buyer secures the best mortgage terms.
3. The Conveyancing Process

a. Pre-Contract Stage
■ Instructing a Conveyancer

● Choosing a Conveyancer: Select a qualified and experienced
conveyancer or solicitor.

● Initial Consultation: Discuss the details of the property
transaction and provide necessary documents.

■ Property Searches
● Local Authority Searches: Check for any planning issues,

building control history, and other local matters.
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● Environmental Searches: Assess risks such as flooding,
contamination, and subsidence.

● Title Searches: Verify the legal ownership and any
encumbrances on the property.

b. Drafting and Exchanging Contracts
■ Draft Contract Preparation

● Contract Details: The seller's conveyancer drafts the initial
contract, including property details, terms of sale, and any
special conditions.

● Review and Negotiation: Both parties review the contract and
negotiate any necessary changes.

■ Exchange of Contracts
● Final Agreement: Both parties agree to the contract terms.
● Deposit Payment: The buyer pays a deposit (usually 10% of

the purchase price).
● Binding Agreement: Once contracts are exchanged, the

agreement becomes legally binding.
c. Completion

■ Final Preparations
● Mortgage Approval: Ensure mortgage funds are available for

the completion date.
● Final Checks: Conduct a final property inspection and ensure

all conditions are met.
■ Completion Day

● Transfer of Funds: The buyer's conveyancer transfers the
remaining purchase funds to the seller's conveyancer.

● Transfer of Ownership: The property title is officially
transferred to the buyer.

● Key Handover: The buyer receives the keys to the property.
d. Post-Completion

■ Registration
● Land Registry: Register the new ownership with the Land

Registry.
● Stamp Duty: Pay any applicable stamp duty.

■ Document Handling
● Final Documentation: Ensure all documents are correctly filed

and retained for future reference.
4. Potential Challenges and Solutions

a. Common Issues
■ Delays

● Solution: Maintain open communication with all parties and
address issues promptly.
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■ Legal Discrepancies
● Solution: Thoroughly review all documents and seek legal

advice when necessary.
■ Financial Issues

● Solution: Secure financing early and ensure all funds are in
place before exchange.

5. Tips for a Smooth Conveyancing Process
a. Choose the Right Professionals

■ Select experienced and reputable conveyancers, estate agents, and
mortgage brokers to guide you through the process.

b. Stay Organized
■ Keep all documents and communications well-organized and easily

accessible.
c. Communicate Effectively

■ Maintain clear and regular communication with all parties involved to
ensure timely resolution of any issues.

d. Plan Ahead
■ Allow sufficient time for each stage of the process and be prepared

for potential delays.

Conclusion
Conveyancing is a critical aspect of moving to a new home, involving numerous legal
steps and professional assistance. By understanding the process and following the
guidelines in this comprehensive guide, you can ensure a smooth and successful property
transfer. With the right preparation and support, your move can be as stress-free and
efficient as possible.
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