
Property Conveyancing: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
Property conveyancing is a crucial process in real estate transactions, ensuring that the 
transfer of property ownership from one party to another is legally sound and free from any 
potential disputes. This comprehensive guide aims to provide an in-depth understanding of 
property conveyancing, covering the roles and responsibilities of the involved parties, the 
steps in the process, and the legal requirements necessary for a smooth transaction.

1. Understanding Property Conveyancing
a. Definition

■ Conveyancing refers to the legal process of transferring property 
ownership from a seller to a buyer. It involves a series of legal and 
administrative steps to ensure that the transfer is lawful and that the 
buyer obtains a clear title to the property.

b. Importance
■ The conveyancing process protects both buyers and sellers by:
■ Ensuring that all legal requirements are met.
■ Identifying and resolving any potential issues with the property title.
■ Providing a clear framework for the transfer of ownership.

2. Key Players in the Conveyancing Process
a. Buyer

■ The individual or entity purchasing the property. The buyer's 
responsibilities include obtaining financing, conducting property 
inspections, and working with a conveyancer to ensure a clear title.

b. Seller
■ The individual or entity selling the property. The seller's responsibilities 

include providing accurate property information, resolving any title 
issues, and cooperating with the buyer's conveyancer.

c. Conveyancer/Solicitor
■ Legal professionals who manage the conveyancing process. They can 

represent either the buyer or the seller, ensuring that all legal aspects 
of the transaction are handled correctly.

d. Lender
■ If the buyer is financing the purchase with a mortgage, the lender will 

be involved to ensure their interests are protected, often requiring 
certain checks and documentation.

3. The Conveyancing Process
a. Pre-Contract Stage

■ Instruction
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● Choosing a Conveyancer: Both the buyer and seller appoint 
conveyancers to manage the transaction.

● Initial Checks: The buyer’s conveyancer conducts initial 
checks, including verification of identity and obtaining the 
seller’s property information form.

■ Draft Contract
● Preparation: The seller’s conveyancer prepares a draft 

contract, including property details, sale price, and terms of 
sale.

● Review: The buyer’s conveyancer reviews the draft contract 
and raises any pre-contract inquiries.

b. Property Searches
■ Title Search

● Verifies the legal ownership and any encumbrances on the 
property.

■ Local Authority Search
● Checks for any local issues or future developments that could 

affect the property.
■ Environmental Search

● Assesses environmental risks such as flooding or 
contamination.

■ Additional Searches
● Depending on the property, additional searches may include 

water and drainage, mining, or planning permission.
c. Exchange of Contracts

■ Final Agreement
● Negotiation: Any issues or queries are resolved, and the final 

terms are agreed upon.
● Signing: Both parties sign the contracts.

■ Deposit
● Payment: The buyer pays a deposit (usually 10% of the 

purchase price), and the contracts are exchanged, making the 
agreement legally binding.

d. Completion
■ Final Payment

● Settlement: The buyer pays the remaining balance of the 
purchase price.

● Transfer of Ownership: The seller hands over the keys and 
vacant possession of the property.

■ Registration
● Title Registration: The buyer’s conveyancer registers the 

property in the buyer’s name with the appropriate land registry.
4. Legal Requirements and Documentation

a. Title Deeds
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■ Documents proving ownership of the property. The seller must provide 
clear title deeds to the buyer.

b. Property Searches
■ Searches conducted to reveal any issues affecting the property, such 

as local authority searches, environmental searches, and 
water/drainage searches.

c. Mortgage Offer
■ If the buyer is using a mortgage, they must have a formal mortgage 

offer from their lender before the exchange of contracts.
d. Stamp Duty

■ A tax payable on property purchases. The buyer’s conveyancer 
ensures the correct stamp duty is paid and the property is registered.

e. Completion Statement
■ A detailed financial statement provided by the conveyancer outlining 

the purchase price, fees, and any other costs involved in the 
transaction.

5. Common Issues in Conveyancing
a. Chain Transactions

■ When multiple property transactions are interdependent. Delays or 
issues in one transaction can affect the entire chain.

b. Title Issues
■ Problems with the property’s title, such as undisclosed easements, 

restrictive covenants, or unresolved boundary disputes.
c. Financing Delays

■ Delays in obtaining mortgage approval or releasing funds can slow 
down the conveyancing process.

d. Property Condition
■ Issues discovered during inspections or surveys that may need to be 

resolved before completion.
6. Jurisdictional Differences

a. United Kingdom
■ Conveyancing in the UK involves detailed property searches, land 

registry requirements, and compliance with the Law Society’s 
Conveyancing Protocol.

b. United States
■ Each state has its own conveyancing laws and processes. Typically 

involves title insurance, escrow services, and county-level property 
records.

c. Australia
■ Conveyancing is regulated at the state level, with requirements for 

property inspections, land tax clearances, and compliance with the 
Contract of Sale.

d. Canada
■ Provincial regulations govern conveyancing, with a focus on property 

surveys, zoning regulations, and title insurance.

3



e. Spain
■ Involves notarial services, land registry checks, and compliance with 

local property laws and taxes.
7. Choosing a Conveyancing Solicitor

a. Qualifications and Experience
■ Ensure the conveyancer is qualified and experienced in handling 

property transactions.
b. Fees and Charges

■ Compare fees and understand what is included in the service to avoid 
unexpected costs.

c. Client Reviews and Recommendations
■ Look for reviews and recommendations from previous clients to 

gauge the conveyancer’s reliability and service quality.
8. Frequently Asked Questions

a. What is conveyancing?
■ Conveyancing is the legal process of transferring property ownership 

from the seller to the buyer.
b. Why do I need a conveyancer?

■ A conveyancer ensures the property transaction complies with legal 
requirements, conducts necessary searches, and resolves any issues.

c. How long does the conveyancing process take?
■ The process typically takes 8-12 weeks but can vary depending on the 

complexity of the transaction and any issues that arise.
d. What are conveyancing fees?

■ Conveyancing fees include the conveyancer’s charges and 
disbursements such as search fees, registration fees, and stamp duty.

e. Can I do my own conveyancing?
■ While it is possible to handle your own conveyancing, it is not 

recommended due to the complexity and legal risks involved.

Conclusion
Understanding property conveyancing law is essential for a smooth and legally compliant 
property transaction. This guide has provided a comprehensive overview of the 
conveyancing process, key players, legal requirements, and common issues. By choosing the 
right conveyancer and being aware of the legal aspects, you can ensure a successful 
property purchase or sale.
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