
No Sale No Fee Conveyancing: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
No Sale No Fee conveyancing is an arrangement where the conveyancing solicitor only 
charges their fees if the property transaction is successfully completed. This guide will 
provide a detailed understanding of how No Sale No Fee conveyancing works, its benefits 
and drawbacks, and how to choose the right conveyancer for your needs.

1. Understanding No Sale No Fee Conveyancing
a. Definition

■ No Sale No Fee conveyancing is a service offered by some 
conveyancing solicitors where the client only pays for the solicitor's 
services if the property transaction is completed successfully. If the 
sale or purchase falls through, the solicitor waives their fee.

b. Importance
■ This arrangement can provide peace of mind for buyers and sellers, 

reducing the financial risk associated with a failed transaction. It is 
especially beneficial in volatile property markets where deals are more 
likely to collapse.

2. How No Sale No Fee Conveyancing Works
a. Initial Agreement

■ Terms and Conditions: The client and solicitor agree on the terms of 
the No Sale No Fee arrangement, including what constitutes a "failed" 
transaction.

■ Fee Structure: Outline the costs covered by the agreement and any 
potential additional charges.

b. Conducting the Conveyancing Process
■ Pre-Contract Stage

● Property Searches: Conduct necessary searches such as title, 
local authority, and environmental checks.

● Drafting Contracts: Prepare and review contracts for the sale 
or purchase.

■ Exchange of Contracts
● Negotiation: Negotiate terms and ensure both parties agree on 

the contract details.
● Signing and Exchange: Facilitate the signing and exchange of 

contracts.
■ Completion

● Final Payments: Handle the transfer of funds and completion 
statement.
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■ Transfer of Ownership: Ensure all legal documents are properly signed 
and ownership is transferred.

c. In Case of Transaction Failure
■ Fee Waiver: If the transaction fails (e.g., due to a broken chain or failed 

mortgage approval), the solicitor waives their fee.
■ Covered Costs: Certain costs, such as search fees or third-party 

charges, may not be covered and might still need to be paid by the 
client.

3. Benefits of No Sale No Fee Conveyancing
a. Financial Protection

■ Risk Mitigation: Clients are protected from paying substantial legal 
fees if the transaction does not go through.

■ Cost-Effectiveness: Reduces upfront costs and financial stress.
b. Increased Confidence

■ Peace of Mind: Clients can proceed with the property transaction with 
greater confidence.

■ Motivated Service: Solicitors may be more motivated to complete the 
transaction successfully.

4. Drawbacks of No Sale No Fee Conveyancing
a. Potential Higher Costs

■ Premium Fees: Some solicitors may charge higher fees for No Sale No 
Fee arrangements to offset the risk.

■ Exclusions: Not all costs may be covered, such as search fees or 
disbursements.

b. Limited Availability
■ Restricted Options: Fewer solicitors may offer this service, limiting 

choice.
■ Conditional Offers: Some firms may impose strict conditions on when 

the fee waiver applies.
5. Choosing the Right No Sale No Fee Conveyancer

a. Research and Comparison
■ Solicitor Reputation: Look for solicitors with good reviews and a solid 

track record.
■ Fee Structure: Compare fee structures to understand what is covered 

and what is not.
b. Understanding the Terms

■ Clear Agreement: Ensure the terms of the No Sale No Fee 
arrangement are clearly documented.

■ Ask Questions: Clarify any doubts or conditions that might affect the 
fee waiver.

c. Recommendations and Reviews
■ Word of Mouth: Seek recommendations from friends, family, or real 

estate agents.
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■ Online Reviews: Check online reviews and testimonials for additional 
insights.

6. Frequently Asked Questions
a. What is No Sale No Fee conveyancing?

■ No Sale No Fee conveyancing is an arrangement where the 
conveyancing solicitor only charges their fees if the property 
transaction is successfully completed.

b. What costs are covered in No Sale No Fee conveyancing?
■ Typically, the solicitor's legal fees are covered. However, 

disbursements such as search fees and third-party charges may still 
need to be paid by the client.

c. What happens if the transaction fails?
■ If the transaction fails, the solicitor waives their legal fees. The client 

may still be responsible for any disbursements or third-party costs 
incurred.

d. How can I find a No Sale No Fee conveyancer?
■ Research solicitors online, seek recommendations, and compare fee 

structures to find a suitable No Sale No Fee conveyancer.
e. Are there any hidden costs in No Sale No Fee conveyancing?

■ Read the terms and conditions carefully. While the solicitor's fees are 
waived, other costs such as disbursements may not be covered.

Conclusion
No Sale No Fee conveyancing offers a valuable service for those looking to buy or sell 
property with reduced financial risk. By understanding how it works, its benefits and 
drawbacks, and how to choose the right conveyancer, you can navigate the property 
transaction process with greater confidence and peace of mind.
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