
Conveyancing disbursements: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction
Conveyancing disbursements are a crucial aspect of the property transaction process, 
involving additional costs that are paid to third parties on behalf of the buyer or seller. These 
costs are separate from the conveyancer's fees and cover various necessary checks, 
searches, and legal requirements. This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at 
conveyancing disbursements, helping you understand what they are, why they are needed, 
and how they impact the overall cost of conveyancing.

1. Understanding Conveyancing Disbursements
a. Definition

■ Conveyancing disbursements refer to the out-of-pocket expenses 
incurred by conveyancers on behalf of their clients during the property 
transaction process. These expenses are essential for ensuring that 
the transaction is legally compliant and that the buyer has all the 
necessary information about the property.

b. Importance
■ Disbursements are crucial because they cover various checks and 

legal requirements that protect both the buyer and seller in a property 
transaction. They help uncover potential issues with the property, such 
as unpaid taxes, planning restrictions, or environmental risks.

2. Common Conveyancing Disbursements
a. Land Registry Fees

■ Purpose: Paid to the Land Registry to register the new ownership of 
the property and any associated changes.

■ Cost: Varies depending on the property price and registration method 
(online or paper).

b. Local Authority Searches
■ Purpose: To check for any planning issues, building control history, 

highways information, and other local matters affecting the property.
■ Cost: Typically between £100 and £200, but can vary by location.

c. Water and Drainage Searches
■ Purpose: To confirm whether the property is connected to the public 

water supply and sewer system.
■ Cost: Approximately £50 to £100.

d. Environmental Searches
■ Purpose: To identify potential environmental risks such as flooding, 

contamination, and subsidence.
■ Cost: Around £30 to £60.
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e. Chancel Repair Liability Search
■ Purpose: To check if the property owner is liable to contribute to the 

cost of repairs to the local parish church.
■ Cost: Typically around £20 to £30.

f. Bankruptcy Search
■ Purpose: To ensure that the buyer is not bankrupt, which could affect 

the mortgage lender's security.
■ Cost: Usually around £2 to £4 per person.

g. Title Deeds
■ Purpose: To obtain the legal documents proving the seller's ownership 

of the property.
■ Cost: Varies, but generally a small fee.

h. Telegraphic Transfer Fee
■ Purpose: A fee for the electronic transfer of funds, particularly for 

paying off the seller's mortgage or transferring the purchase funds.
■ Cost: Typically between £20 and £50.

i. Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT)
■ Purpose: A tax paid to the government on property transactions above 

a certain value.
■ Cost: Varies based on the purchase price and current tax rates.

3. Additional Disbursements
a. Management Company Fees

■ Purpose: Applicable for leasehold properties, covering the costs of 
obtaining information from the management company about service 
charges and ground rent.

■ Cost: Varies depending on the management company's charges.
b. Mining Searches

■ Purpose: To check if the property is affected by past mining activities.
■ Cost: Usually around £25 to £50.

c. Land Charges Search
■ Purpose: To ensure there are no legal restrictions or charges against 

the property.
■ Cost: Typically around £2 to £4 per search.

d. Planning and Building Regulations Search
■ Purpose: To verify compliance with planning permission and building 

regulations.
■ Cost: Around £20 to £50.

4. Managing Disbursement Costs
a. Requesting a Breakdown

■ Ensure Transparency: Ask your conveyancer for a detailed breakdown 
of all expected disbursements before the process begins.

■ Budgeting: Use this breakdown to budget accurately for the total cost 
of conveyancing.
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b. Comparing Quotes
■ Shop Around: Obtain quotes from multiple conveyancers to compare 

disbursement costs, as these can vary.
■ Understand Inclusions: Ensure that quotes include all potential 

disbursements to avoid unexpected costs.
c. Negotiating Fees

■ Ask for Discounts: Some conveyancers may offer discounts or 
negotiate on certain disbursement fees, especially if you're also using 
them for other legal services.

■ Package Deals: Look for conveyancing firms that offer package deals 
where disbursements are bundled into a single, competitive price.

5. Frequently Asked Questions
a. What are disbursements in conveyancing?

■ Disbursements are third-party costs incurred by conveyancers on 
behalf of their clients to complete the property transaction.

b. Can I reduce disbursement costs?
■ While some disbursements are fixed, you can reduce overall costs by 

comparing quotes and negotiating fees with your conveyancer.
c. Are disbursements refundable?

■ Disbursements are typically non-refundable since they are paid to third 
parties. However, if a transaction falls through early, some pre-paid 
searches may be refunded at the conveyancer's discretion.

d. How do I know if a disbursement is necessary?
■ Your conveyancer should explain the necessity of each disbursement 

and its role in ensuring a legally sound transaction.

Conclusion
Conveyancing disbursements are an integral part of the property transaction process, 
covering various checks, searches, and legal requirements. Understanding these costs and 
their purposes helps you budget accurately and ensures a smoother transaction. By 
requesting detailed breakdowns, comparing quotes, and negotiating fees, you can manage 
and potentially reduce the overall costs associated with conveyancing disbursements.

3


